
The leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and writer was taken into “protective cus-
tody” following violent clashes between opposition and pro-government supporters on May 30, 2003. 
Aung San Suu Kyi sustained non-life threatening injuries during the demonstration. She is believed to 
have suffered cuts to the face and shoulder when the window of her car was shattered by a brick. 
Aung San Suu Kyi is thought to be held at a military camp just outside Yangon, and diplomats and 
United Nations officials have been denied access to her. 
 
Suu Kyi was transferred to the Asia Royal Hospital in Yangon on September 17, 2003, and underwent 
a hysterectomy operation on September 19. She is thought to have made a good recovery. 
 
Tensions between the military government and the opposition have intensified since the jailing on 
May 24, 2003, of ten NLD members. Most of the NLD’s offices have been shut down and the govern-
ment has ordered the indefinite closure of the country’s universities and colleges. Aung San Suu Kyi 
was held under de facto house arrest for six uears from July 1989 to July 1995, and again from Sep-
tember 2000 to May 2002. Suu Kyi was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in October 1991. She is the 
author of many books, including Freedom from Fear, Letters from Burma and The Voice of Hope.  
 
PEN Canada considers Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to be detained in violation of Article 19 of the 
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We call upon the State Peace and 
Development Council to show its commitment to political dialogue in Myanmar by securing 
the immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and all others detained in 
Myanmar for the peaceful expression of their views. 
 
Please send appeals to: 
 
Senior General Than Shwe 
Chairman, State Peace and Development Council 
C/o Ministry of Defence 
Signal Pagoda Road 
Yangon, Union of Myanmar 
Fax: +011 95 1 652 624 
  
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar 
85 Range Road, Suite 902-903 
The Sandringham Building 
Ottawa ON K1N 8J6 
Fax: (613) 232 6435 
 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
E-mail: mofa.aung@mptmail.net.mm 
  
Permanent Representative of the Union of 
Myanmar to the United Nations  
10 East 77th Street 
New York NY 10021  
Fax: (212) 737 2421 
E-mail: myanmar@un.int 


