TAKE ACTION: Please cut and paste this letter onto your personal or

Institutional letterhead protesting the sentencing of Armando
Betancourt Reina

July 27, 2007

Head of State and Government

Raul Castro Ruz

Presidente interino

La Habana, Cuba

Fax: +53 78 333 085 (c/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
+1 212 779 1697 (c/o Cuban Mission to the UN)

Your Excellency,

I wish to add my name to this appeal from PEN Canada, the Canadian centre of the
international writers’ organization, International PEN. PEN Canada is writing to protest the 15-
month prison sentence given to independent journalist Armando Betancourt Reina.

According to PEN’s information, a Camaguley court sentenced Betancourt Reina, a reporter for
the independent news agency Nueva Prensa Cubana, after a five-hour trial on July 3, 2007.
According to the Miami-based news web site Bitdcora Cubana, Mercedes Boudet Silva, the
journalist’s wife, said her husband was returned to the Ceramica Roja Prison in Camaguey,
where he has been held for more than 13 months. Boudet Silva said that the time the
journalist already served would count toward the sentence.

Betancourt Reina was detained on May 23, 2006, while covering the eviction of poor families
from their homes, members of his family told the Committee to Protect Journalists. Local
police told the family that the journalist was arrested for participating in a protest against the
eviction, although sources in Camaguey said that the claim was untrue. According to Boudet
Silva, authorities told her lawyer in November that Betancourt Reina would be charged with
public disorder, but no charges had been filed until the trial.

With 25 independent journalists in prison, Cuba continues to be one of the world’s leading
jailers of journalists, second only to China. Twenty-two of these journalists were jailed in a
March 2003 crackdown. Families and friends of many imprisoned journalists say that their
health has seriously deteriorated in recent months amid poor prison conditions and insufficient
health care.

PEN Canada is seriously distressed by the 13-month detention of independent
journalist Armando Betancourt Reina, and his subsequent 15-month sentence on
false public disorder charges. PEN Canada calls for the quashing of all charges
against Armando Betancourt Reina and his immediate and unconditional release.
PEN Canada also calls for the release of all other journalists, writers, and librarians
currently detained in Cuba.

Sincerely,

[Your name and address]

Copies To:

Attorney-General

Dr. Juan Escalona Reguera

Fiscal General de la Republica

Fiscalia General de la Republica, San Rafael 3




La Habana, Cuba
Fax: +011 53 7 699 485 / 333 164

Interior Minister

General Abelardo Colomé Ibarra

Ministro de Interior y Prisiones

Ministerio de Interior, Plaza de la Revoluciéon
La Habana, Cuba

Fax: +011 53 7 8301 566

Embassy of the Republic of Cuba
388 Main Street

Ottawa ON K1S 1E3

Fax: +1 613 563 0068

Email: cuba@embacuba.ca

Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations
315 Lexington Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Tel.: +1 212 689 7215/ 7216 / 7217

Fax: +1 212 779 1697

Email: cuba@un.int

Please send copies of your appeal to the following Canadian authorities:

The Hon. Peter MacKay

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Lester B. Pearson Building, Room A-10
125 Sussex Drive

Ottawa ON K1A 0G2

Fax: (613) 996 3443

Email: peter.mackay@international.gc.ca

Peter Harder

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Foreign Affairs Canada

Email: peter.harder@international.gc.ca

Christine Cadieux

Deputy Director, Caribbean, Central American, and Andean Region Division
Foreign Affairs Canada

Email: christine.cadieux@international.gc.ca

Louise Branch

Deputy Director, Central America, Cuba, and Dominican Republic
Foreign Affairs Canada

Email: louise.branch@international.gc.ca

Louise Crosby

Desk Officer, Cuba

Foreign Affairs Canada

Email: louise.crosby@international.gc.ca

Gwyn Kutz

Director, Human Rights Division
Foreign Affairs Canada

Email: gwyn.kutz@international.gc.ca






