
TAKE ACTION: Please cut and paste this letter onto your personal or Institutional 
letterhead welcoming the release of Pham Hong Son from prison, but criticizing 
the continued restrictions on his freedom of movement as well as the continued 
house arrest of Buddhist cleric Le Dinh Nhan. 
 
September 1, 2006 
  
Nguyen Minh Triet 
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
C/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
E-mail: Banbientap@mofa.gov.vn 
 
Excellency, 
 
I wish to add my name to this appeal from PEN Canada, the Canadian centre of the 
international writers’ organization, International PEN. PEN Canada is writing to welcome the 
release from prison of Pham Hong Son. 
 
The cyber-dissident Pham Hong Son was released on August 30, several months ahead of his 
scheduled release. However, we understand that he faces three years of restricted movements 
and government surveillance. Son, a medical doctor who spent more than four years in prison 
after posting pro-democracy writings on-line, was included in Your Excellency’s recent 
amnesty. 
 
In the case of the Most Venerable Thich Huyen Quang (Le Dinh Nhan) of the outlawed 
Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam (UBCV), he remains under house arrest. Le Dinh Nhan, in 
his 80s, was arrested in 1994 for writing an open letter critical of the Vietnamese government. 
 
PEN Canada welcomes the release from prison of Pham Hong Son and expects that 
he receive any required medical attention to treat illnesses that he contracted while 
in jail. At the same time, we call for all conditions on his release to be dropped 
immediately.  PEN Canada also urges that the detention of Thich Huyen Quang (Le 
Dinh Nhan) cease and that the Buddhist monk enjoy complete freedom of movement 
and of expression, and access to any medical care that he may require. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Your name and address]  
 

 
 
Copies to: 
 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung 
1 Hoang Hoa Tham Street 
Hanoi 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
 
Le Doan Hop 
Minister of Culture and Information 
1 Hoang Hoa Tham Street 
Hanoi 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
  
Care of: 
  
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Ottawa 



470 Wilbrod Street 
Ottawa ON K1N 6M8 
Fax: +1 613 236 2704 
E-mail: vietem@istar.ca 
  
Permanent Mission of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the United Nations 
866 UN Plaza, Suite 435 
New York, NY 10017 
Fax: +1 212 644 5732 
E-mail: vietnamun@vnmission.com 
  
Please send copies of your appeal to the following Canadian authorities: 
 
Gabriel Lessard 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Canada in Vietnam 
31 Hung Vuong 
Hanoi, Vietnam 
Fax: +011 84 4 734 5049 
E-mail: Hanoi@international.gc.ca 
 
The Hon. Peter MacKay 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
Lester B. Pearson Building, Room A-10  
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa ON K1A 0G2 
Fax: (613) 996 3443 
E-mail: peter.mackay@international.gc.ca 
 
Peter Harder 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: peter.harder@international.gc.ca 
 
Alexandre Leveque 
Deputy Director, Southeast Asia and Pacific Division 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: alexandre.leveque@international.gc.ca 
 
Abdul Omar 
Senior Policy Officer, Southeast Asia and Pacific Division 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: abdul.omar@international.gc.ca 
 
Robert Burley 
Political Officer, Vietnam 
Southeast Asia and Pacific Division 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: Robert.burley@international.gc.ca 
 
Gwyn Kutz 
Director, Human Rights Division 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: gwyn.kutz@international.gc.ca 
 
 


