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A WRITER DISAPPEARS …

A writer “disappears” after daring to speak out 
against his government. A poet accused of “slander”
languishes in her jail cell for years without medical
attention. A novelist is charged with “blasphemy” 
and sentenced to death. A financial journalist is
charged with “sedition” for writing about corruption
in high places. An environmental activist is hanged
for the “crime” of speaking out against the pollution
of his homeland by a multinational oil company.

Against such injustices, PEN Canada members use
words. They petition guilty governments. They lobby
our own leaders to take action. They write to remind
the violators, the victims and the world that such
human rights abuses will not be ignored or tolerated. 

We invite you to join us in our work on behalf 
of writers who are persecuted for the peaceful 
expression of their thoughts.

Everyone 
has the right 
to freedom of 
opinion and 
expression … 
through any 
media and
regardless of
frontiers.
FROM ARTICLE 19, UNIVERSAL 
DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
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○ Yes, I want to join PEN Canada 

○ FULL MEMBER (see application on reverse)

○ ASSOCIATE MEMBER

○ STUDENT MEMBER
ACADEMIC INSTITUTION

○ My $60 annual membership fee is enclosed

○ My $25 annual student membership fee is enclosed

Additional donation 

○ $45 ○ $65 ○ $100
Other amount 

○ Please send me information about 
monthly payment options

name

address

city province postal code

phone fax 

e-mail

○ I’ve enclosed a cheque payable to PEN Canada

I prefer to pay by:

○ VISA ○ MasterCard ○ American Express

card # expiry date

signature

send to

PEN Canada
24 Ryerson Avenue, Suite 214 
Toronto, ON M5T 2P3
T 416.703.8448  F 416.703.3870
E info@pencanada.ca
www.pencanada.ca

All contributions are tax-receiptable
PEN      

f o r  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n

speak
up for 

freedom 
of 
expression

join 
pen 
canada



PEN HELPS

Each year PEN Canada members lobby and write in
support of up to 30 writers in other countries. We
call these writers our “honorary members.” Because
of their literary efforts they have been harassed,
threatened, imprisoned, even murdered. Some of
PEN Canada’s honorary members have included
Yasar Kemal, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Aung San Suu Kyi and
Wei Jingsheng.

Faraj Sarkoohi, a writer who was abducted, arrested,
imprisoned, tortured and threatened with the death
penalty in Iran believes he owes his life and liberty to
the efforts of PEN. He applauded “the extensive and
consistent efforts of PEN Canada in support of my
cause, my life and liberty … PEN’s efforts showed that
we writers around the world are not alone in our dark
prison cells.”

Our members have rejoiced in many successes:
writers released, families reunited, exiles resettled.
But for every successful release, hundreds of writers,
journalists, editors and publishers remain in peril.
With your involvement, we can continue our efforts
to ensure freedom and safety for writers worldwide.

It is not just abroad that PEN Canada keeps
watch. Here at home, we are active in campaigns
against legislation that violates the Charter of Rights
and Freedoms, precedent-setting legal cases, book
bannings and book seizures by Canada Customs.

pen canada membership criteria

Associate and student membership in PEN Canada 
is open to anyone 18 years and older. These members
have all the rights of full members with one exception:
they cannot vote at the Annual General Meeting or
other meetings of PEN Canada.

full membership is open to

• Poets, essayists (including non-fiction writers) 
and novelists who have published at least one book 
of substantial literary value

• Journalists who have produced or edited a 
significant body of professional work

• Playwrights who have had at least one production 
by a professional theatre company

• Editors who have worked as editors for at least five 
years and edited at least five books of substantial 
literary value

• Translators who have translated at least one book of
substantial literary value

• Songwriters who have had at least one solo credit, 
or at least three shared credits, on a professional 
production of artistic merit in film, television, 
radio or theatre

• Screenwriters, radio and television dramatists and 
documentary makers who have at least one solo 
credit, or at least three shared credits on a 
professional production of artistic merit in film, 
television or radio (WGC, ACTRA or equivalent)

Full members have voting rights at PEN 

Canada’s Annual General Meeting

benefits of membership

All Members receive
• Bulletin, PEN Canada’s twice-yearly newsletter
• Notice about PEN Canada events 
• A charitable receipt
• A PEN Canada member card
• An opportunity to sit on one of PEN Canada’s 

committees
• A chance to participate in appeals to aid special cases
• Acknowledgement in PEN Canada’s Annual Report

FULL MEMBER APPLICATION

poets, essayists, novelists, editors 
and translators
List title, publisher, year of publication and type (poetry, novel, etc.)

journalists
List media outlet and years

playwrights, screenwriters, radio and 
television dramatists, documentary 
makers and songwriters
List production name, company and year of production

PEN… is about persistent
interventions, letters, 
phone calls, pressure: 
all efforts in an endless 
campaign which writers 
can’t afford to turn their
backs on. For that matter, 
I don’t think anyone can.
– JOHN RALSTON SAUL

we invite you to join

Margaret Atwood
Pierre Berton
Michael Ondaatje
June Callwood
Adrienne Clarkson
David Cronenberg
Yann Martel
Rohinton Mistry
Alice Munro
John Ralston Saul
Nino Ricci
Jane Urquhart
and support

pen canada’s programs

Writers in Prison
PEN Canada monitors cases of and advocates on
behalf of writers who have been imprisoned, tor-
tured, threatened, attacked, disappeared and killed
for the peaceful practice of their profession. The
caseload includes between 25-30 Honorary Members
in countries such as Burma, China, Iran and
Uzbekistan. 

Writers in Exile
PEN Canada establishes partnerships with Canada's
universities, colleges and other institutions through
academic placements and reading opportuntieis to
assist writers whose professional and cultural lives have
been imperilled and left their countries of origin.

Censorship in Canada
In Canada our efforts focus on challenging legislation
and actions which violate the right to freedom of
expression guaranteed in the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, protesting book bannings,
book seizures and censorship. 


