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Your Excellency, Señor Felipe Calderón Hinojosa,

I am writing to express my deep concern at the situation 
for writers in Mexico, one of the most dangerous 
countries in the world to work as a journalist. From 2004 
to 2008, 20 writers – 19 print journalists and one author – 
were murdered, while four more journalists disappeared. 
Few if any of these crimes have been punished.  

International PEN believes that these journalists were 
likely targeted in retaliation for their critical reporting, 
particularly on drug traffi cking. While organised crime 
groups are responsible for many attacks, state agents, 
especially government offi cials and the police, are 
reportedly the main perpetrators of violence against 
journalists, and complicit in its continuance.

According to the UN, unsolved killings of and attacks 
against journalists in Mexico are contributing to a 
climate of impunity that restricts freedom of expression. 
I therefore ask you to ensure that a full, prompt and 
impartial investigation is carried out into all unsolved 
murders and disappearances of writers and journalists, 
and that the culprits are brought to justice. 

Yours respectfully, 

Name/ email : _____________________________________

For information on International PEN’s campaign Freedom to write in the Americas, visit : 
http://www.internationalpen.org.uk/go/freedom-of-expression/campaigns 

Lic. Felipe Calderón Hinojosa 

President of Mexico

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

(Please send via your nearest diplomatic 
representative of Mexico)
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