
TAKE ACTION: Please cut and paste this letter onto your personal or Institutional 
letterhead protesting the detention of Ramin Jahanbegloo. 
 
May 5, 2006 
  
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
The Office of the Supreme Leader 
Shoahada Street, Qom 
Fax: +011 98 21 774 2228 
E-mail: info@leader.ir, istiftaa@wilayah.org 
Web: www.wilayah.ir 
 
Excellency, 
 
I wish to add my name to this appeal from PEN Canada, the Canadian centre of the 
international writers’ organization, International PEN. PEN Canada is writing to call for the 
release of Iranian-Canadian writer and scholar Ramin Jahanbegloo. 
 
According to our information, Jahanbegloo was detained at Tehran Airport on or around 
Thursday, April 27. Officials refused to acknowledge his detention until May 3, when Tehran's 
deputy prosecutor general, Mahmoud Salarkia, confirmed it in an interview with the Iranian 
Students News Agency. Also on May 3, the Fars News Agency quoted the chief of prisons in 
Tehran Province, Sohrab Soleimani, as saying that Jahanbegloo was being held in Tehran's 
Evin prison. Neither official gave any reason for Jahanbegloo's arrest. An unnamed judiciary 
official told the daily Etemad-e Melli that charges against Jahanbegloo "will be announced after 
the interrogations." 
 
A prominent philosopher who has written extensively on cultural and philosophical topics, 
Jahanbegloo is director of Contemporary Studies at the Cultural Research Bureau, a private 
institution in Tehran. His academic writings include more than 20 books in English, French and 
Farsi. He has also written for newspapers and magazines in Iran and abroad. He worked at the 
University of Toronto from 1997 to 2002. 
 
PEN Canada is extremely concerned over the arrest and detention of Ramin 
Jahanbegloo and demands that he be released immediately and unconditionally. We 
also call on your government to disclose the reasons for his arrest. PEN Canada also 
seeks assurances that Jahanbegloo not be tortured while in custody and that he 
receive any medical attention that may be required. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Your name and address]  
 

 
 
Copies to: 
 
His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
The Presidency 
Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Fax: +011 98 21 649 5880 
E-mail: dr-ahmadinejad@president.ir 
Web-based message to President Amhadinejad: http://www.president.ir/email/ 
 
Acting Head of the Judiciary 
His Excellency Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi 



Ministry of Justice 
Park-e Shahr 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Fax: +98 21 879 6671 
 
Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 
622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Fax: (212) 867-7086 
E-mail: iran@un.int 
  
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
245 Metcalfe St. 
Ottawa ON K2P 2K2 
Fax: (613) 232-5712 
E-mail: iranemb@salamiran.org 
 
Please send copies of your appeal to the following Canadian authorities: 
  
The Hon. Peter MacKay 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
Lester B. Pearson Building, Room A-10  
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa ON K1A 0G2 
Fax: (613) 996 3443 
E-mail: peter.mackay@international.gc.ca 
 
Peter Harder 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: peter.harder@international.gc.ca 
 
Jeffrey McLaren 
Deputy Director, Iraq and Iran 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: Jeffrey.mclaren@international.gc.ca 
  
Chrystiane Roy 
Political and Trade Relations with Iran 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: chrystiane.roy@international.gc.ca 
 
Henri-Paul Normandin 
Director, Human Rights Division 
Foreign Affairs Canada 
E-mail: henri-paul.normandin@international.gc.ca 
 
 
 


