On June 19, writer and pro-democracy activist Aung San Suu
Kyi marked her 61st birthday under house arrest. She was put
into “protective custody” by Burma'’s ruling military junta in
May 2003, following clashes between security forces and de-
mocracy activists. In May 2006, Suu Kyi's house arrest was ex-
tended for another year. The Nobel laureate has spent much of
the past 16 years under house arrest, without access to the
rest of the world.

We urge you to write to Burma's ruling State Peace and Devel-
opment Council to call for the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of Aung San Suu Kyi. Following is a letter that you can
use as a model to send to authorities.

Thank you.




Senior General Than Shwe

Chairman, State Peace and Development Council
C/o Ministry of Defence

Signal Pagoda Road

Yangon, Union of Myanmar

Fax: +011 95 1 652 624

Excellency,
| am writing to call for the freedom of writer and pro-democracy activist Aung San Suu Kyi.

The leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD) and writer was taken into “protective custody” follow-
ing violent clashes between opposition and pro-government supporters on May 30, 2003. Aung San Suu Kyi
sustained non-life threatening injuries during the demonstration, and was later taken into custody. She was
transferred to the Asia Royal Hospital in Yangon on September 17, 2003, and underwent a hysterectomy op-
eration on September 19.

Since that operation, Aung San Suu Kyi has been under house arrest. | understand that her detention was ex-
tended in May 2006 by another year.

A barricade where the complex of her house begins and a barricade at its end are said to be manned by clus-
ters of watchful guards. It is reported that Aung San Suu Kyi has only one cook for company and is visited by a
doctor once a week. She does not have access to a telephone but is said to be allowed television and radio.

| consider Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to be detained in violation of Article 19 of the United Nations Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights. | call upon the State Peace and Development Council to order the im-
mediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and all others detained in Myanmar for the
peaceful expression of their views.

Sincerely,

[Your name and address]

Copies to:

Embassy of the Union of Myanmar
85 Range Road, Suite 902-903
Sandringham Building

Ottawa ON K1N 8J6

Fax: (613) 232 6435

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
E-mail: mofa.aung@mptmail.net.mm

Permanent Representative of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations
10 East 77th Street

New York NY 10021

Fax: (212) 737 2421

E-mail: myanmar@un.int




